History of snow removal proposals and actions at Town Meeting, compiled by Abby Swaine, 10/10/22

Content provided only for successful motions.

All info gleaned from https://www.brooklinema.gov/1020/Town-Meeting-Files (note: files are provided

only back as far as 2001).

5/29/2007 Annual Town Meeting
o May 29, 2007 Annual Town Meeting Results (PDF)

o May 29, 2007 Annual Town Meeting_Combined Reports with

5/27/2008 Annual Town Meeting
o May 27,2008 Annual Town Meeting_Results (PDF)
o May 27,2008 Annual Town Meeting_- Article 15 Counted Vote

o May 29, 2007 Annual Town Meeting Warrant (PDF)

May 27, 2008 Annual Town Meeting Combined Reports with
Supplements (PDF),

(PDF),
o May 27,2008 Annual Town Meeting_Warrant (PDF)

11/18/2008 Special Town Meeting
o November 18, 2008 Special Town Meeting_Results (PDF)
o November 18, 2008 Special Town Meeting_- Article 3 Roll Call

o

May 27, 2008 Annual Town Meeting Minutes (PDF),

November 18, 2008 Special Town Meeting Article
Explanations (PDF)

Vote (PDF)
o November 18, 2008 Special Town Meeting Warrant (PDF)

o

November 18, 2008 Special Town Meeting Combined Reports
with Supplements (PDF),

TM voted favorable action on this version:

o

November 18, 2008 Special Town Meeting - Attorney General

Resolution Seeking More Residential Sidewalk Snow & Ice Clearing

WHEREAS: despite many committees and Town Meeting articles over two decades, the
Town remains fiscally unable to dramatically increase sidewalk snow removal and
resident compliance with the removal By-Law remains erratic; and

WHEREAS: failure to remove sidewalk snow leaves many serious safety problems,
especially for children, seniors, and people with disabilities who are forced to walk in

streets; and

WHEREAS: the 2007 Moderator’s Committee on Sidewalk Snow Removal urged that
the "Town work to dramatically increase resident involvement in maintaining clear
sidewalks,” stating, "The actions to be taken should include increased enforcement of
existing regulations and regular use of citations for failure to clear sidewalks"; and


https://www.brooklinema.gov/1020/Town-Meeting-Files

WHEREAS: the Moderator’s Committee urged the Town to "make procedural,
contractual, and budget changes to allow for seasonal employees to assist with sidewalk
snow removal. An annual budget of $35,000 should be provided to maintain a pool of
seasonal employees responsible for sidewalk snow removal"; and

WHEREAS: our systems for helping residents who are unable to shovel and for giving
citations and warnings are both far from adequate -- the latter according to a May 29,
2008 Police Dept. memorandum, showing, "[a]s of this date, Permits Plus has 977 snow
tickets issued in the Town since 2003. The breakdown is as follows: Health Dept. 615,
DPW 501, Building 114, Police 108"; and a May 27, 2008 BPD memorandum, “Snow
Enforcement Tickets Issued: 2005= 21, 2006 = 16, 2007 = 9, 2008 = 2";

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Meeting urges that the
Selectmen:

A. establish a unified snow removal enforcement/warning program so that far more
citations -- especially warnings -- are issued, and that enforcement not be merely
complaint-driven; and

B. as part of such program, prioritize town-wide enforcement by cruising police officers
-- if necessary by recording date & time of violations, then afterwards issuing/delivering
citations and warnings by mail or by DPW and/or Health Dept. officials; and

C. establish-examine whether a credible, well-publicized, fair, and readily available fee-
based program, and/or a pool of seasonal employees or laborers, Town-employed and/or
independent contractors, to help residents who cannot clear their own abutting sidewalks
can be reasonably established; and

D. review at a public hearing each November the various departments’ plans for public
education, enforcement, and assistance for residents who need help.



ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION

BACKGROUND:

The petitioner is requesting that the Town pass a resolution calling for improved
enforcement and enhancement of by-law 7.7 — “Removal of Snow and Ice from
Sidewalks.” This by-law was approved in 1987 and mandated that sidewalks contiguous
to one’s property be maintained in a non-slippery condition suitable for pedestrian travel.

Since that time the petitioners of Article 27 claim there has been very little enforcement
of this by-law. Since 2003 only 977 tickets have been issued. In 2005 the number of
tickets was 21, in 2006 the number was 16, in 2007 the number was 9 and finally in 2008
the number was 2.

The Town is divided into four enforcement zones with a different agency assigned
enforcement responsibility. The agencies are: Health Department, Police Department,
DPW and Building.

DISCUSSION:
Specifically, Article 27 calls for:

1. A unified enforcement process rather than the current fragmented approach

2. A proactive, rather than citizen complaint driven, warning and citation process
spearheaded by the police department — perhaps with other departments actually
tracking/delivering citations

3. The establishment of a readily available list of those willing to shovel sidewalks
for Brookline residents particularly those who are elderly or disabled

4. Review at a public meeting in November the plans for public education,
enforcement and assistance for those who need it

The Advisory Committee agreed that failure to clear snow from walkways around
Brookline is a serious safety issue and that there is only at best sporadic enforcement of
snow clearing rules. The Committee also felt that some of the problems were because
elderly or disabled Brookline citizens maybe unable to comply with the requirements.
Article 27 encourages the Town to make Brookline safer and help its least able residents
comply with Town-wide rules.

RECOMMENDATION:
The Advisory Committee voted 16-3 in support of FAVORABLE ACTION on the
following:




5/24/2011 Annual Town Meeting

o May 24, 2011 Annual Town Meeting_Results (PDF) o May 24, 2011 Annual Town Meeting Combined Reports with
o May 24, 2011 Annual Town Meeting_- Article 21 Roll Call Vote Supplements (PDF)
(PDF), o May 24, 2011 Annual Town Meeting_- Article 19 Final Vote
o May 24, 2011 Annual Town Meeting_ Warrant (PDF) Language (PDF)
o May 24, 2011 Annual Town Meeting Article Explanations (PDF) o May 24, 2011 Annual Town Meeting - Article 21 Final Vote

Language (PDF)

5/27/2014 Annual Town Meeting

o May 27,2014 Annual Town Meeting_ Final Resulis (PDF) o FY15 Budget Vote (Article 8) - Table 2 (PDF),

o May 27, 2014 Annual Town Meeting Roll Call Voting_Results o Final Votes for the Driscoll School Feasibility Study
(PDF), Appropriation (PDF)

o May 27, 2014 Annual Town Meeting_ Warrant (PDF) o Supplement 1 (PDF),

o May 27, 2014 Annual Town Meeting Combined Reports with o Supplement 2 (PDF)
Supplements (PDF) o Certified Mark-Up of Combined Reports - May 27, 2014

o Final F¥15 Budget Vote of Town Meeting_(PDF)
o FY15 Budget Vote (Article 8) - Table 1 (PDF),

TM voted



PETITIONER



Article 28 is a petitioned resolution that calls for the deployment of enforcement officers in business
districts beginning in the fourth daylight hour after snowfalls to enforce the Town



bylaws. These enforcement offices shall issue warnings and tickets on the basis of their own
observations without waiting for complaints to be submitted to the Town.



The Commissioner of Public Works explained that the Town received 1151 complaints this past winter
and issued 529 tickets (these numbers include both commercial and residential complaints and tickets).
The Commissioner stated that this proposed resolution is a noble idea, however there is currently no
mechanism or funding to provide resources to accomplish these wishes. The DPW publishes a Business
Guide Book for Chamber members and commercial businesses explaining the requirements of our snow
removal bylaw.

The Advisory Committee recognizes that this is an issue of importance and acknowledges that the issue
has been studied by at least three past Moderators



in time for a report to Fall Town Meeting; with the expectation that some enforcement measures will be
implemented for the 2014-2015 snow season.

05/26/2015 Annual Town Meeting

o 2015 Annual Town Meeting_Final Resulis (PDF) o FY16 Budget Vote (Article 8)_- Table 2 (PDF)
o 2015 Brookline Annual Town Meeting_Electronic Voting o Supplement] (PDEF),
Results (PDFE) o Supplement 2 (PDF)
o May 26, 2015 Annual Town Meeting Warrant (PDF) o Certified Mark-Up of Combined Reports -May 26, 2015

o May 26, 2015 Annual Town Meeting_Combined Reports With
Supplements (PDFE)
FY16 Budget Vote (Article 8) - Table 1 (PDF),

o

Article 12 voted Favorable Action As Amended:



ARTICLE 12

TWELTH ARTICLE
Submitted by: Board of Selectmen

To see if the Town will amend Articles 7.7, 10.2 and 10.3 of the Town’s General By-
Laws as follows (new language is in bold and underlined and deleted language is
stricken):

ARTICLE 7.7
REMOVAL OF SNOW AND ICE FROM SIDEWALKS

SECTION 7.7.1 BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS

In all Business and Industrial Districts, as defined and delineated in the Zoning By-law,
the owner, or his’her agent, of any land abutting upon or contiguous to a sidewalk of a
street shall cause said sidewalk to be maintained in a non-slippery condition suitable for
pedestrian travel by clearing all snow and ice from a pathway at least thirty-six (36)
inches in width along the length of said sidewalk within the first three hours between
sunrise and sunset after such snow and ice has come upon such sidewalk as determined
and posted on_the Town's Internet_home page by the Commissioner _of Public
Works, and shall maintain smd portion of sidewalk in a non-slippery condition by
applicationis) of sand and/or melting agents as may be necessary for this purpose.
Depending upon_the severity of a storm_and other factors, the Commissioner of

Public Works may_delay the period for compliance of this by-law. In the event of

initiating a compliance delay, the Commissioner of Public Works shall post a notice
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faith efforts to notify the public inluding, but not limited to, social media outlets,
the cable access television station, e-mail list serves and the emergency telephone

notification sysiem.
SECTION 7.7.2 MULTI-FAMILY DWELLINGS

The owner, or his'her agent, of any building designed or occupied as a residence by more
than four families or which contains more than four dwelling units, as defined in the
Zoning By-law, shall cause all sidewalks of a street which are contiguous to the land
upon which the building 15 siuated to be mantained 1n a non-shppery condition suitable
for pedestrian travel by clearing all snow and ice from a pathway at least thirty-six (36)
inches in width along the length of said sidewalk within the first three hours between
sunrise and sunset after such snow and ice has come upon such sidewalk as determined

and posted on_the Town's Internet home page by the Commissioner of Public
Works, and shall maintain samd portion of sidewalk in a non-slippery condition by

application(s) of sand and/or melting agents as may be necessary for this purpose.



Depending upon_the severity of a storm_and other factors, the Commissioner of
Public Works mav delav the period for compliance of this bv-law. In the event of

initiating a compliance delay. the Commissioner of Public YWorks shall L a notice
rominently on the Town of Brookline's Internet home pase and make other sood

faith efforts to notify the public including, but not limited to, social media outlets,

the cable access television station, e-mail list serves and the emergency telephone
nofification sysiem.

SECTION 7.7.3  GENERAL REQUIREMENT

Except as set forth in Subsections {7.7.1 and £537.7.2 above, the owner, or his’her
agent, of any land abutting upon or contiguous to a sidewalk of a street shall cause said
sidewalk 1o be mantamned in a non-shppery condition suitable for pedestnian travel by
clearing all snow and i1ce from a pathway at least thirty-six (36) inches in width along the
length of said sidewalk within thirty (30) hours of the cessation of each storm that results
i the accumulation of snow and/or we on such sidewalks as determined and posted on
the Town's Internet_ home page by the Commissioner of Public Works, and shall
maintain smd portion of sidewalk in a non-shppery condition by apphcanon(s) of sand
and or melting agents as may be necessary for this purpose. Depending upon_the
severitv of a storm and other factors, the Commissioner of Public Works may delay

delay, the Commissioner of Public Works shall posit a notice prominently on the

Town of Brookline's Internet home page and make other good faith efforts to notify
the public includine, but not limited to. social media owtlets. the cable access

television station. e-mail list serves and the emerfency telephone notification svstem.

The Commissioner of Public Works, or his‘her designee, may grant a waiver from the
terms of this Section 7.7.3 for good cause.

SECTION 7.7.4 NO ICE AND SNOW TO BE PLACED ON STREET

Mo person, goniractor, agent, busipess or owper, unless authonzed by the
Commissioner of Public Works, shall place or cause to be placed ice or snow upon any
sireet of the Town. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, no person, unless
authonzed by the Commussioner of Public Works, shall place or cause to be placed 1ce or
snow upon any sidewalk of the Town.

SECTION 7.7.5 PENALTIES

FhesdolatesofAny person or entity who violates any provision-sfSections, condition,

or requirement of Section 7.7.1 asdor 7.7.2 of this Article 7.7 shall be pusishable by a
ﬁne—nﬂ{—e#ﬂredw'—ﬂﬂe—ﬁundred—ﬁrlmhlt to_the Town in_the amount of S1005

Petar= ) for Eﬁth—u-[:l-e‘rﬁe—l-n—ﬁﬂj‘—fﬁtﬁ-]jfﬁr—[ht first violation S 150,00 for the second

vinlation, and S200.00 for each subsequent violation., Anv rE0mn or entity who

violaies _anv__provision. condition, _or__requiremeni of asy previcion of
ARHCEESection 7.7.3 of this Article 7.7 shall be soted wath o Warmnoe The cecand




liable to the Town in the amount of $50.00 for the first violation and $100.00 for each

subsequent viclation—#t,_Any person or _entity who violates any fiseal-vearprovision,

condition, or requirement of sssdSection 7.7.4 of this Article 737 shall be punishable
bh—&%%ﬁ#ﬁﬂdmﬂ%%—h%{éé—ﬂ#ﬁ—%ﬂﬂﬁ—mmhlf to_the Town in the

amount of S250.00 for cach violaton. Each dav that a violation exisis shall be
considered a separate and distinct violation,

SECTION 7.7.6  MANNER OF ENFORCEMENT AND ANNUAL REPORT

It is the coal of this Byv-Law o ensure safe travel on the sidewalks of the Town
during winter weather conditions.  To this end, the Town shall make sood faith
efforis to _notifv the public of their responsibilities under this Bv-Law. Based on
certain factors including, but not limited (o, weather conditions, ability to travel and

park on _the public wavs and past performance, authorized enforcement officers of
the Town may use discretion when levying financial penalties under this Byv-Law,

including the issuance of warnings. Enforcing departments may_hold ticket appeal

hearines. Hearinge decisions must be in writine.

The Board of Selectmen shall include in the Annual Report of the Town a summary of
the Town's efforts and results during the past year in implementing Sections 7.7.1, 7.7.2,
and 7.7.3, including, but not limited to, public education, enforcement and assistance to
OWRETS.

ARTICLE 10.2
PROSECUTIONS AND ENFORCEMENT

The provisions in Parts V, VI, VII and VIII of the by-laws of the Town of Brookline shall
be enforced and vielations prosecuted by any police officer of the town. In addition,
enforcement and prosecution of the following by-laws and articles shall be by the
following department head or his or her designees:

DEPARTMENT HEAD ARTICLE

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Part V-Private Property Articles 52,53,54,
56,5758

Part ¥1-Public Property Articles 6.1, 6.5, 6.9,
6.10

Part VII-Streets & Ways Articles 1.3,7.5, 7.7,

1.%,7.9



ARTICLE 10.3 NON-CRIMINAL DISPOSITION

TABLE OF SPECIFIC PENALTIES UNDER ARTICLE 10.3

Article 7.7 Removal Of Snow And Ice
From Sidewalks

Section 7.7.5 Penalties

For Section 7.7.3

For Sections 7.7.1 & 7.7.2 $100.00
First Violation $100.00
Second Violation $150.00
Third & Subsequent
Violations $200.00
First Violation $50.00Warning
Second & Subsequent
Violations $100.0025-66

For Section 7.7.4

$250.00


















